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“Creative thinking and innovation are key to unlocking entrepreneurial potential” - Mary Jalloh
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SLEDP

Supporting Economic Transformation

Welcome to the SLEDP Annual Update 2024

As we continue our mission to stimulate Sierra Leone’s entrepreneurship ecosystem
and diversify the economy through the tourism sector, we are excited to share the latest
milestones and achievements from the Sierra Leone Economic Diversification Project
(SLEDP). In this edition, you will find updates on how the project has empowered
startups, and SMEs, emerging business service providers and tertiary institutions,
through capacity building and grant financing. We have also made significant strides in
promoting financial inclusion, supporting women entrepreneurs, and enhancing the
tourism sector. Join us as we highlight the transformative impact of SLEDP initiatives

that are shaping the future of entrepreneurship and economic growth in Sierra Leone.
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STIMULATING GROWTH IN THE ENTERPRENEURSHIP ECOSYSTEM: SLEDP
SHINES THE SPOTLIGHT ON CREATIVE HUB AFRICA AND LIMKOKWING

UNIVERSITY

In a rapidly evolving entrepreneurial
landscape, the Sierra Leone Economic Di-
versification Project (SLEDP) has been at
the forefront of efforts to foster innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, and creativity.
Through a series of capacity-building ini-
tiatives and grant financing, SLEDP has
empowered eight emerging Business De-
velopment Service (BDS) providers in-
cluding Creative Hub Africa (CHA), E-
Women, Work Ready Africa, Life by de-
sign, Aurora foundation, Bo Innovation
Hub, Skool Grind, and Aide Sierra Leone,
while also enhancing the entrepreneur-
ship capabilities of five tertiary institu-
tions, such as Limkokwing University,
Milton Margai College of Science and
Technology, University of Makeni, Insti-
tute of Public Administration and Man-
agement, and Eastern Technical Universi-

ty.

Two standout beneficiaries of this sup-
port include Creative Hub Africa, an
emerging BDS provider specializing in
creativity and the circular economy, and
Limkokwing University, now a center for
entrepreneurship and innovation

Creative Hub Africa: Fostering Creativ-
ity and Sustainable Practices

Creative Hub Africa has emerged as a dy-
namic player in Sierra Leone’s entrepre-
neurship ecosystem. As a BDS provider,
it supports entrepreneurs with a focus on
creativity and the circular economy, en-
couraging sustainable business practices,
offering vital support to over 300
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Isatu Harrison: CEO, CHA

businesses and providing a platform for
more than 2,500 creatives. With the
grant support from SLEDP, Creative Hub
Africa has upgraded its physical space
and established an innovation hub de-
signed to nurture creativity, collaborative
problem-solving, and sustainable devel-
opment. The hub now serves as a spring-
board for budding entrepreneurs to ac-
cess mentorship, co-working spaces, and
workshops aimed at honing their busi-
ness acumen. In collaboration with
SLEDP, CHA has successfully trained 100
female MSMEs and continues to promote
sustainable growth within Sierra Leone’s
creative industry.

Limkokwing University: A Hub for En-
trepreneurship and Innovation

Limkokwing University, another key ben-
eficiary of SLEDP’s support, has grown to
become a vibrant center for entrepreneur-
ship and innovation. The institution has
integrated entrepreneurial education into
its curriculum, with a focus on equipping
students with practical skills for the real
world. With the help of SLEDP, Lim-
kokwing has established its own
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